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Health centers nationwide serve 27 million 
patients, and that number continues to grow 
along with the demand for affordable primary 

care. Last year at OneWorld, our 
clinics served 41,868 individual 
patients—4,097 more people than in 
2016. Without a team of dedicated 
health care professionals, serving this 
increasing number of patients would 
not be possible. 

To thank our staff this year, we offered 
fun activities throughout National 
Health Center Week, including a 
smoothie bar, a recognition lunch 
for employees who have worked at 
OneWorld for 10 or more years and 
a friendly game of softball against 
our community partner, Charles Drew 

Health Center. Our hope with these activities 
was to let our staff members know that we 
appreciate them and to thank them for their 
dedication to building a healthier community 
for everyone. 

Andrea Skolkin, 
Chief Executive Officer of OneWorld

Each year, National Health Center Week in 
early August is an opportunity for OneWorld 
and our fellow 1,400 community health centers 
across the country to celebrate 
our accomplishments and 
raise awareness about the 
importance of access to quality 
health care and supportive 
services. This year, the 
national theme for the week 
was “Celebrating Health 
Centers: Home of America’s 
Health Care Heroes,” and we 
were proud to take the time 
to recognize and reward our 
employees for the challenging 
(and sometimes thankless) 
work they do every day. 

Our employees truly are health care heroes—
they tirelessly provide medical care, dental 
care, behavioral health services, affordable 
medications, health education and more for 
underserved members of our community. 
Working at a community health center means 
addressing challenging and heartbreaking 
circumstances, but it is also incredibly 
rewarding. Our staff members deserve 
recognition for the physical and emotional 
support they give each day to make sure that   
           our patients are safe, healthy and treated 
                with respect. 

To learn more about the
importance of community health 
centers, please watch our new 
animated video: bit.ly/OWCHCvideo
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Our National 
Health Center 

Week activities 
were fun for 

employees and 
patients alike!
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Thank you!

OneWorld snapshot: Safety first! 

Back-to-School Bash provides school 
supplies, health information for 950 
community members
PAGE 6

Immigrant mother of three gains 
confidence at the South Omaha
Learning Community Center
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save the date 2018
Milagro Dinner - NOVEMBER 8

OneWorld  
in the spotlight

During Omaha Gives! this year, donors helped us raise $21,284 for 

patient care—a new Omaha Gives! record for OneWorld. OneWorld staff 

members and patients alike are grateful for your support. 

                   Additionally, thanks to our generous event sponsors, donors and 

                              guests, OneWorld’s first ‘Baseball, Brews and Babies, Too!’ raised 

                                          $14,275 for OneWorld’s Baby Boutique. Special thanks to 

                                                     our Grand Slam sponsor, Streck Inc., for supporting 

                                                           our programs and helping us grow our new 

                                                                        spring event!

This summer, staff members 
tested respirators and 
attended training sessions 
about personal protective 
equipment use. We’re 
prepared to protect patients 
and staff alike! 
#OneWorldLife

Thank you to everyone who helped us 
celebrate at our Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) press 
conference! We are honored to be named as 
both a HRSA Health Center Quality Leader 
and a HRSA National Quality Leader. We 
were so grateful to have Senator Tony 
Vargas and Lisa Goschen, Regional 
Administrator at the HRSA Office of 
Regional Operations, at OneWorld to 
help us celebrate our quality awards and 
to help us recognize those among us who 
provide quality care to the community.

Save the Date:
2018 OneWorld Milagro Dinner    
& Silent Auction
PAGE 7

Second annual ¡Vive tu vida! 
Get Up! Get Moving!®  event 
draws crowd in South Omaha
PAGE 6
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When Patricia Paniagua first came to the U.S. from 
Guatemala with her three children in 2015, she 

was both excited and frightened. She couldn’t 
wait to be reunited with her husband who 

had been living in the U.S. for four years 
(she had only been able to see him two 
or three times per year when he visited 
Guatemala), but she was also nervous 
because of her language barrier.

“My first struggle was communication 
with people, because in my country, I 
just learned basic English,” she said. 
“I was so scared to go to the store…I 
remember my first conference at my 
kids’ school, I was scared to go. I had to 
ask for a translator.”

About a year after she moved here, though, 
Patricia received a phone call that changed 

her life. 

“A lady told me that someone referred me to 
English classes at the Learning Community Center,” 

she said. “I was so excited, and I said, ‘yes, I want it!’ 
The best part was, because I am a stay-at-home mom, I 

remember I told her that I have a child with me at home. She 
said, ‘Don’t worry, you can bring him with you, because we have                   

                classes for kids.’ I said, ‘That’s a dream! It’s so perfect for me.’” 
  
            Patricia heard that several other moms were applying for classes, too, so she was worried 
                     that she might not get in right away. When she got the phone call confirming her 
                           enrollment, she said she was “so happy,” and she got right to work. In the two years 
                                that she has been taking classes, her English has improved significantly, and she 
                                     loves her time at the Learning Community Center.

                                                 “It’s amazing, and it’s a dream come true,” she said. “I’m learning, 
                                                         and every class that I come to is different, it’s wonderful, it’s unique! 
                                                                    For my son, it’s the best, too. I remember he didn’t talk—
                                                                          nothing. Socializing with other kids of the same age and 
                                                                                      sharing toys, listening to people playing, singing  
                                                                                              motivated him to talk. Now, he’s talking more 

Immigrant mother of three gains confidence
at the South Omaha Learning 

Community Center 

OneWorld is proud to 
operate the South Omaha
Learning Community Center in 
partnership with the Learning 
Community of Douglas and Sarpy 
Counties. Together, we provide education 
opportunities for immigrant families, including 
English and computer classes and parenting 
skills workshops. For more information, visit 
bit.ly/OWLCC.
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than I expected!”

Patricia enjoys attending the 
Learning Community Center’s 
parenting classes and learning more 
about how to support her husband and her 
children: 15-year-old Alexa, 7-year-old Allison 
and 4-year-old Jeremy. 

“I enjoy coming very much,” she said. “The 
parenting classes are helping me a lot 
with my family because sometimes you don’t 
realize what you’re doing! It’s advice 
for our lives, for our kids…I love it. I just love it!”

She also regularly attends the Learning 
Community Center’s college prep classes with 
her daughter, Alexa. She originally signed up so 
she could learn how to help her daughter apply 
to schools and for scholarships, but now, she’s 
thinking about using her new knowledge for 
herself, too. 

“My first goal was with my daughter, because 
she wants to be a fashion designer,” Patricia 
said. “She has big dreams! I want to support it 
as much as I can … Maybe in the future 
I can take some for me, but right now, I’m 
thinking of her.”

Patricia says her husband supports her as 
she continuously learns more at the Learning 
Community Center. He works to support their 
family, and though she says she has offered to 
work to help pay the bills, he encourages her to 
keep doing what she loves: taking classes and 
taking care of the kids. 

She says, 
sometimes, 
people judge and 
criticize her for being 
a stay-at-home mom, but 
her husband has a good 
response for those comments. 

“My husband says, ‘No, that’s why I’m 
working! I don’t need her to work right now. 
She’s a very good mom, and I don’t think other 
people can take care of our kids like her,’” she 
said. “I feel lucky because he lets me do the 
things that I want to do. He supports me.”

Over and over again, Patricia says she feels 
blessed to have the opportunity to study at the 
Learning Community Center and blessed to 
have such a supportive family. 

“My kids inspire me a lot because they always 
tell me, ‘Mom, you can do this! You got it!’” she 
said. “They are pushing me to do better. They 
are my cheerleaders. My husband says the 
same, too … I feel more confident since I started 
studying here.”

Congratulations 

to our 

2018 South Omaha 

Learning Community 

Center graduates! 

Immigrant mother of three gains confidence
at the South Omaha Learning 

Community Center 



OneWorldOmaha.org
ISSUE 2 2018 I 6

Second annual ¡Vive tu vida! 
Get Up! Get Moving!®  event draws 
crowd in South Omaha

To learn more about 
how you can support the
Back-to-School Bash next year, 
please contact Fundraising and 
Events Specialist Kelsey Scroggin at 
(402) 502-8940 or at 
kscroggin@oneworldomaha.org. 
To support our patients now, please visit 
OneWorldOmaha.org/donate. 

The ¡Vive tu vida! Get Up! Get Moving!® 
events are supported nationally by the 
Healthy Americas Foundation. This is the 
12th anniversary of the event series. For 
more information about the national ¡Vive 
tu vida! Get Up! Get Moving!® events, visit 
www.getupgetmoving.org. 

On Saturday, June 30, the National Alliance 
for Hispanic Health and OneWorld presented 
the second annual ¡Vive tu vida! Get Up! Get 
Moving!® event in Omaha. The national event 
promotes Hispanic family physical activity and 
good nutrition for better health and wellness for 
people of all ages. 

This year’s ¡Vive tu vida! Get Up! Get Moving!® 
event featured the following and more: 

• Health Screenings: Blood pressure, glucose, 
BMI, STI/HIV and vision

• Fitness: Hula hoop and jump rope contests, 
sports, Zumba, Tai Chi and folkloric dances

• Nutrition: Healthy drinks and snacks
• Family fun: Live music, dance performances, 

raffles and giveaways
• A restaurant competition to select the 

healthiest dish and drink
• Vouchers for eye exams and glasses for the 

first 30 eligible children

About 770 community members from eight 
different cities and 26 different ZIP codes 
attended the event in the northwest parking 
lot of OneWorld’s Livestock Exchange Building 
campus. All screenings, activities, snacks and 
prizes were completely free for participants. 

Coming up with the money to purchase basic 
school supplies like backpacks, notebooks and 
crayons is difficult for many of the families who 
come to OneWorld for care. Our annual Back-
to-School Bash is our way to help these families 
access the materials and resources they need 
for their children’s academic success.

At our 2018 Back-to-School Bash, we provided 
free health screenings and information to 950 
community members, and we provided school  
     supplies, snacks and fun activities for 
           children as they prepared for another 
                  school year. The event took place on 
                          Friday, August 10, from 10 a.m. 
                               to 1 p.m. in the parking lot of 
                                      the Livestock Exchange 
                                           Building. 

Back-to-School Bash provides 
school supplies, health information 
for 950 community members

The ¡Vive tu vida! Get Up! Get Moving!® 
events are supported nationally by the 
Healthy Americas Foundation. This is the 
12th anniversary of the event series. For 
more information about the national ¡Vive 
tu vida! Get Up! Get Moving!® events, visit 
www.getupgetmoving.org. 

Photos courtesy of Debra S. Kaplan.

To learn more about 
how you can support the
Back-to-School Bash next year, 
please contact Fundraising and 
Events Specialist Kelsey Scroggin at 
(402) 502-8940 or at 
kscroggin@oneworldomaha.org. 
To support our patients now, please visit 
OneWorldOmaha.org/donate. 
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Each November, 
we invite our 
supporters to OneWorld’s 
annual Milagro Dinner, which 
honors individuals and organizations 
who make milagros (“miracles” in 
Spanish) happen for the most vulnerable 
children and families we serve. 

This year’s Milagro Dinner will take place on 
Thursday, November 8, 2018, and will feature 
guest speaker Laura van Dernoot Lipsky, who 
is the founder and director of The Trauma 
Stewardship Institute and the author of Trauma 
Stewardship: An Everyday Guide to Caring for 
Self While Caring for Others. 

Reserve your tickets today! bit.ly/OWTickets  

For more information, please 
contact  Fundraising and Events 
Specialist Kelsey Scroggin at 
(402) 502-8940 or at 
kscroggin@oneworldomaha.org. 

Right here in Omaha, thousands of 
hardworking families cannot afford health care. 
Though OneWorld helps people enroll in 
Medicaid and the health insurance marketplace, 
we are finding that many of our patients do not 
qualify or cannot afford the premium. Our 
sliding fee scale ensures that all patients 
receive care regardless of insurance status. We 
offer our patients a trusted place to come when 
they need medical, dental, behavioral health or 
pharmacy services, and we can connect them 
with community resources. We also 
educate our patients about the importance of 
prevention and encourage them to take time for 
their health. Being here for our patients makes 
a big difference in their lives, but we need your 
help so we can continue to care for those who 
need us.

One person, one gift, a world of difference
Please accept my gift of:
(   ) $25  (   ) $50  (   ) $100 (   ) $200 (   ) $________

(   ) One Time Gift  (   ) Monthly Gift
(   ) Memorial  (   ) Quarterly Gift

Please charge my:
(   ) Visa  (   ) Mastercard   (   ) Amex   (   ) Discover

NAME ON CARD __________________________

CARD # _________________________________                          

EXP ____________   CSC # _________________

(   ) Keep my gift anonymous

NAME __________________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________
 _______________________________________

CITY ______________  STATE _______________

ZIP  _______________  PHONE ______________

EMAIL __________________________________
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2018 
OneWorld
Milagro 
Dinner & 
Silent Auction

Save 
    the 
       Date

Thursday, 
November 8, 2018
5:30 p.m.
Hilton Omaha 

Compassion 
from the
Inside Out
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OneWorld Community Health 
Centers, in partnership with the 
community, provides culturally 
respectful, quality health care with 
special attention to the underserved. 

OUR mission

Medical
Behavioral Health
Dental
WIC
Administration 
Pharmacy

(402) 734-4110
(402) 734-4110
(402) 932-7204
(402) 734-2028
(402) 502-8845   
(402) 502-5832

OneWorld Community Health Centers complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sexual orientation, 

national origin, age, gender identity, disability, immigration status or ability to pay.

September Symens
Community Relations Specialist

(402) 502-8871
ssymens@oneworldomaha.org

If you no longer wish to receive information about 
OneWorld Community Health Centers, Inc., please call 
(402) 502-8871 or email ssymens@oneworldomaha.org.

PFTCA SLIDING FEE 
SCALE

DONATE ONLINE!
oneworldomaha.org 
click the DONATE button


